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From the desk of the Director

Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla
I'm delighted to present this edition of SVCC's
e-newsletter, Sanskriti Sethu, which presents a
summary of the past six month’s journey and
highlights some new initiatives of SVCC. The
newsletter not only summarizes past events
but also presents the vision behind our efforts
since August 2024.  
This period was very eventful, exceptionally
rewarding! We expanded the range and reach
of ‘India Fest’’, ‘Sangeet Baithak’, regular
festivals and our innovative projects:
#CampusConnect, #IndiaInYourLibrary and
#ExperienceIndiaDay (EID) reached many new
destinations.

The major highlight of this period was the
Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s visit to Brazil. In an impressive show of
its presence in the biggest South American
country, the Indian community in Brazil gave a
rousing welcome to Honourable Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi as he arrived here on November 17, to participate in the
Summit of G20 leaders. Honourable PM was welcomed enthusiastically by Indian
Community and an impressive Culture Show was presented. 
Sanskrit chants, Vande Mataram and Garba were the highlights of community
welcome cultural event.

In this sequence, on January 28th, Honourable Minister of State for External
Affairs Mr. Pabitra Margherita was warmly received by Indian Business Community
members and an excellent interaction took place in São Paulo with Business
Community and Indian Diaspora. 

Another highlight was the first ever Bloco India Bollywood in Rio de Janeiro. On
February 23rd 2025, a part of India was presented at Ipanema Beach. The “Bloco
India Bollywood” reached in the wonderful city, mixing the vibrant styles and
dances of the India, especially Bollywood. It was a really proud moment for SVCC!



#IndiaFest celebrates Indian culture through music, dance, cuisine, and crafts in
various cities. The festival fosters cultural exchange, presenting vibrant Indian
traditions to Brazilian communities. We are reaching new municipalities and cities
every quarter through India Fest. Beyond this our free regular classes on Yoga,
Tabla, Hindi are attracting numbers of students.
I also wish to thank you for liking our social media channels so much with your
following and engagement.
I am amazed to observe the striking similarities - social, cultural and economic -
between the two countries. It seems that person-to-person connections are
almost organic and natural if the cultures are well presented and comprehended,
and SVCC will leave no stone unturned in its effort to do so!  

Plurality, intellectual standards, vibrancy, colours, food, and even the aspirations
of people are part of the common metrics of bilateral ties, which are vast and
extensive. The deep interest of Brazilians in Indian culture is truly impressive.
Indian spiritualism has deep roots here, and music, art, and other performing arts
are also profound areas of appreciation. SVCC is determined to delve deeper and
present an authentic image of emerging India, its civilizational culture and its
growing modern economy in the context of creating genuine people-to-people
and cultural bonds following the Indian philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(world is one family). 

Therefore, I hope and believe you all will enjoy this edition of Sanskriti Sethu
(संस्कृ ति सेतु) and I look forward to more communication and dialogue with you
regarding your suggestions and participation in this cultural journey between
these two great countries! Namaste!

Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla - Director SVCC

Let’s talk a bit about our flagship projects!
Experience India Day (#EID) which is engineered to provide immersive cultural
experiences to universities and schools is getting momentum. EID connects
students of all levels with Indian culture, enhancing their cultural understanding
and appreciation. The project is already a huge success. 

Our project #CampusConnect strengthens academic and cultural ties between
India and universities. Now functional in 19 universities, the initiative highlights
India's diversity and promotes educational exchanges, enriching and connecting
the academic community with SVCC. 

#IndiaInYourLibrary takes Indian culture and knowledge into libraries. This project
enhances community knowledge about India through access to Indian literature,
films, and cultural resources. SVCC has reached several libraries and we
established a new Bharat Corner in Piracicaba municipal library during Bharat
Week last year.



Team SVCC:

Editor’s Choice: creating links trough links
President Droupadi Murmu's Address to the Nation on the eve of the 76th Republic Day: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=211r_xtgVH4

Podcast: PM Shri Narendra Modi in conversation with with ‪@lexfridman‬:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDUjTleS3Hk

26th January India’s Republic Day Parade: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wYIhYpGaaEc 

Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla -
 Director SVCC

Mr. Satyendra Kumar Singh -
 Teacher of Indian Culture (TIC)

Ms. Thaís Cuencas Santos -
SVCC Local Staff

Ms. Aline Guien Panicio - 
SVCC Local Staff - 

Translation support for this edition.



Contact us via email: icc2.saopaulo@mea.gov.in
Follow SVCC on social media: @iccr_saopaulo
(Instagram and X),
@ICCRinSaoPaulo (Facebook),
@IndianCulturalCentreSaoPaulo (YouTube).

Team SVCC:



In an impressive show of its presence in the biggest South American country, the
Indian community in Brazil gave a rousing welcome to Honourable Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as he arrived on November 17 to participate in the Summit of G20
leaders on November 18-19 on Rio de Janeiro was the stage for crucial meetings
during the G20 Leaders' Summit, focused on building a more just world and a
sustainable planet. Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi joined leaders from
various countries and international organizations to discuss global solutions and
initiatives.
Received at the Rio international airport by H.E. Shri Suresh K. Reddy and Consul
General Shri Hansraj Singh Verma along with their spouses, the Prime Minister
was welcomed enthusiastically by Indian Community hailing from Rio,

Prime minister of india VISITED brazil for g20

Newsletter | highlights

Sao Paulo, Campinas, Brasilia, Curitiba
and other cities, the crowd broke into
chants of ‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Bharat
Mata ki Jai’ as soon the Prime Minister   
alighted from his vehicle and greeted the
gathering with folded hands. 

Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Rio de Janeiro, Ambassador H.E. Shri
Suresh K. Reddy and Consul General Shri Hansraj Singh Verma welcomed him.

Hon. PM Modi during community welcome.



It was an emotional moment for the Indian community as it was the first time the
diaspora in Brazil got an opportunity to meet-and-greet the Prime Minister since
his first visit to Brazil in November 2014. A group of Indian children from three
different cities performed ‘Vande Mataram’ as the Prime Minister stood still on
the red carpet as a mark of respect for the national song.

Newsletter | highlights

The excitement of meeting the Prime Minister so closely energized the gathering,
which comprised CEOs of Indian firms, academics, artists, traders, consultants,
and homemakers among others.

Children of the Indian community with Hon. PM Modi in Rio de Janeiro.

PM Modi greeting Brazilian Vedic scholars who welcomed him with Vedic Mantras on his
arrival in Rio de Janeiro.



On 24th September 2024, SVCC São Paulo welcomed the new Consul General,
Shri Hansraj Singh Verma, in a warm reception in the leadership of Ambassador
H.E. Shri Suresh K. Reddy.
The event was attended by Ambassador H.E. Mr. Alfredo Camargo, Mr. Samo
Tosatti, Head of the International Advisory of the São Paulo Government, as well
as members of the local and Indian business community in São Paulo.
Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla shared insights about SVCC’s cultural
initiatives and upcoming projects, followed by a vote of thanks. 

Welcoming new consul general ceremony at svcc

Newsletter | highlights

Ambassador H.E. Shri Suresh K. Reddy, Consul General Shri Hansraj Singh Verma and his wife Mrs.
Kalpana Hansraj.

Consul General, Shri Hansraj Singh Verma made a
speech at SVCC for the guests of the event.

Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla, Ambassador of India in Brazil
and guest was participating at the event.



Honourable Minister of State for External Affairs Mr. Pabitra Margherita was
warmly received by Indian Business Community members on 28th January and
had an excellent interaction. He commended their efforts in fostering stronger
ties between India & Brazil & expanding India's presence in Latin America.
Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla presented some of the major activities
organised by SVCC, ICCR in Brazil to strengthen the cultural connect.

Honourable Minister of State for External Affairs Mr. Pabitra Margherita’s visit

Newsletter | highlights

Hon MOS Mr. Pabitra Margherita in interaction at São Paulo.



first ever Bloco india Bollywood at rio de janeiro!

On February 23rd 2025, a part of India was showcased in Ipanema Beach, in Rio de
Janeiro. The “Bloco India Bollywood”, reached in the wonderful city, mixing the
vibrant styles and dances of the India, especially Bollywood, as the local film
industry is known. The event was an initiative of the Swami Vivekananda Cultural
Centre (SVCC) in partnership with the CGI, Hon CG Rio, Empolga and Friends of
India Association.

Newsletter | highlights

Dancers and the Indian community in Rio de Janeiro enjoying the Carnival.

Hon. Consul General Mr. Leonardo Ananda, Consul General Shri Hansraj Singh Verma, Director
SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla and Letícia Gomes from Indian Association.



OUR PROJECTS

#EXPERIENCE INDIA DAY
The #EXPERIENCEINDIADAY project invites the brazilian university students to
immerse themselves in the vibrant traditions of India through a day filled with
performances, workshops, and hands-on experiences. From classical dance
demonstrations to Indian cuisine and yoga sessions, this day-long event creates
an interactive cultural exchange, showcasing the diversity of Indian art forms and
fostering connections between participants and Indian culture.

EID with ufrj

Experience India Day was a profound success in Rio de Janeiro. SVCC São Paulo
curated a captivating Kathak performance by Mrs. Susane Travassos to the
students and university of UFRJ. A beautiful showcase of India’s rich cultural
heritage.

On November 12th 2024, Director SVCC Dr Jyoti Kiran Shukla presented a lecture
on the architecture of Rajasthani forts and Havelis. The elements of sustainability,
grandeur and use of spaces for community along with art and carving were
displayed with Audio visual presentation. At the end a quiz for architecture
students was held. Students response was overwhelming.

The Indian School of Brazil along with the Friends of India members enjoyed the
#EID Experience India Day at UFRJ in Rio de Janeiro.



Experience India Day #EID had huge participation at UFRJ.

EID with ufrj

Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla with UFRJ Dean Mr. Afranio Gonçalves
Barbosa. 

OUR PROJECTS



OUR PROJECTS

EID with (MIT) MAUÁ

On November, 6th 2024,the grand opening of Experience India Day at the Mauá
Institute of Technology (MIT) took place. Everybody lit the traditional lamp in the
presence of Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla Director of SVCC; Mr. Marcello Nitz, Dean of
MIT; and Mr. Rodrigo Gallo, Coordinator of International Relations Courses, to
formally inaugurate the cultural extravaganza at Mauá.

A large number of students and faculty members were present.
In his key note address at Mauá Institute of Technology (MIT) CG Mr. Hansraj
Singh Verma highlighted the immense potential of India Brazil commerce trade
technology and cultural relationship.

Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla presented a special lecture titled “India
Growth Story: an alternative narrative”. With data and statistics, she correlated
India’s transformative journey with its cultural values.



OUR PROJECTS

EID with FGV

Experience India Day was presented on October 21st 2024, at SVCC with students
from FGV. The program began with the lamp lighting ceremony performed by
Director Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla, Prof. Umesh Mukhi and Mr. Dhaivat Raj. 
SVCC Director Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla introduced the program and welcomed the
students on behalf of CGI. 

Highlights included a flute performance to the song ‘Vande Mataram’ by Mr.
Sabah, an Odissi dance performance by Ms. Adriana Zamarim, sitar and tabla
performances by Mr. Dhaivat Raj and Mr. Rinku Ghai. 
The program concluded with a lively Bollywood dance performance, showcasing
Indian folk dances. 

It was a day full of vibrant cultural exchanges, bringing Indian traditions closer to
Brazil. 



OUR PROJECTS

#CAMPUS CONNECT

#CAMPUSCONNECT -  lecture for facamp students

On 10th of September, 2024, the Director SVCC Dr Jyoti Kiran Shukla
delivered a key note lecture on Magnificent India to the students of
FACAMP. The session was followed by the question answer session.
Brilliant question asked by students are an evidence of the increasing
interest about Indian culture in Youngsters in Brazil. This was a part of the
Experience India Day event.

As a prelude to Experience India Day 2024, a special event on Surya
Namaskar (Sun Salutation) was organized by TIC Satyendra Kumar Singh,
who performed a detailed sun salutation under EID to students of
FACAMP at SVCC São Paulo.

The #CAMPUSCONNECT initiative by SVCC São Paulo aims to bridge
cultural exchanges between India and Brazil through direct engagement
with educational institutions. By bringing Indian cultural programs,
lectures, and workshops to universities across Brazil, this project fosters
a deeper understanding of India’s rich heritage and promotes academic
collaboration, thereby encouraging students to explore Indian traditions
and modern innovations.

Students from FACAMP at SVCC.



OUR PROJECTS

#CAMPUS CONNECT
#CAMPUSCONNECT - LECTURE at EID for facamp

SVCC São Paulo welcomed more than 70 International Relations students
from FACAMP, a prestigious university from Campinas, as part of our
project Experience India Day under #CampusConnect! The students had
the opportunity to immerse themselves in the vibrant culture of India.
Here’s a glimpse into their journey of cultural exploration and discovery!

SVCC team, Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla and studets from FACAMP at Experience India Day
at SVCC auditorium.



OUR PROJECTS

#CAMPUS CONNECT

LECTURE AT FGV

On 23rd of October, 2024, Director
SVCC Dr Jyoti Kiran Shukla delivered a
special lecture titled India “Growth
Story: Alternative Narrative”, in the
distinguished lecture series in the India
immersion week project of FGV. The
lecture got converted in to a lively
discussion about transformation of
Indian economy and the cultural
perspective.

#CampusConnect - Meeting with espm Professors

On 14th of September, 2024, Professor Han Na
Kim, coordinator of the International Office at
ESPM, had a fruitful meeting with the Director of
SVCC, Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla, to enhance
collaboration with ESPM. She visited the center
and was welcomed by the SVCC team. Mr. João
briefed her about recent interactions with other
universities through a film presentation. She
expressed clear interest in fostering
collaboration between SVCC and ESPM.

Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla and students from FGV.

 Team SVCC and ESPM Professor Han Na Kim.



Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla and the SVCC team had a productive
meeting with key leaders at Mauá Institute of Technology under the Campus
Connect project. Present at the meeting were Mr. José Carlos de Souza Jr., Dean
of IMT; Mr. Rodrigo Gallo, International Relations course; Mr. Ricardo Balistiero,
Business and Administration course; Mr. Everaldo Pereira, Design course; Mrs.
Denise Pereira, Head of Marketing; and Mr. Rudolf Theoderich Buhler,
representing the IT course coordinator. They explored opportunities for
collaboration in cultural exchanges, academic partnerships, and the organization
of a future Experience India Day to celebrate India’s rich heritage and culture.

campus connect: meeting with key leaders at mauá institute of

technology

OUR PROJECTS

Team SVCC  and Mauá team.Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla and
Mauá team.

Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla and
Mauá Dean Professor.



OUR PROJECTS

#INDIA IN YOUR LIBRARY
Through #INDIAINYOURLIBRARY, SVCC São Paulo introduces a collection of
Indian books, literature, and multimedia resources to libraries across Brazil. This
initiative allows readers to explore the depths of India’s culture, history, and
philosophy, promoting cross-cultural learning. The program enhances access to
Indian knowledge and traditions, positioning libraries as cultural bridges between
both countries.

During Experience India Day on 10th September, FACAMP’s
students visited the SVCC library’s book collection as part of the
#IndiaInYourLibrary project. They were also introduced to the
Miniature Art Exhibition and the Indian Spices Exhibition, offering
a rich cultural experience of India.



9th Ayurveda National Day was cellebrated with enthusiasm by SVCC and CGI on
the 29th October 2024.
The program was initiated by lightning of traditional lamp.
The Director SVCC Dr Jyoti Kiran Shukla introduced the subject, CG Mr Hansraj
Singh Verma delivered a key note lecture about the Innovations on Ayurveda.

9th national ayurveda day

Newsletter | october, 2024.

Dr B S Prasad, Chairman of Ayurved Board of National Commission of Indian
System of Medicine, spoke about “Ayurveda, the ancient wisdom: A key to a
healthy and happy life”.



Newsletter | october, 2024.

indian diaspora connect at svcc

The members of the Indian community and IASP visited SVCC on 15th October,
2024 and had an extended online meeting with the Director SVCC Dr. Jyoti Kiran
Shukla about strengthening the cultural ecosystem in Brazil. A presentation about
the Bhartiya Aastha Centre was also made by the representatives of the
community.



SVCC organised the yoga sessions in FGV, on 25th October 2024

yoga - workshops, classes and much more

Newsletter 

The Shatkarma workshop, taught on 20th of December, 2024 by Indian culture
teacher Mr. Satyendra Kumar Singh



Yoga - workshops, classes and much more

Newsletter 

Yoga classes at USP AUCANI

Workshop about good Yoga practices



On November 30rd 2024, the cultural show by SVCC during Diwali Mela Festival
at Largo da Batata was a mega success!
More than 1000 people went to enjoy the event.
The program commenced with a ceremonial lighting of the lamp, led by
Ambassador H.E.  Shri Suresh K. Reddy, Consul General Mr. Hansraj Singh Verma,
SVCC Director Dr. Jyoti Kiran Shukla, the President of the Brazil-India Chamber of
Commerce, Mr. Roberto Paranhos, and the President of the Indian Association of
São Paulo, Mr. Shobhan Saxena.
Ambassador H.E. Suresh K. Reddy delivered an inspiring speech, highlighting the
significance of this cherished festival. 

DIWALI AT LARGO DA BATATA

Newsletter | November, 2024.



SVCC and CGI celebrated the 1st World Meditation Day on 20th December 2024
at SVCC with Brazilian enthusiasts. 

1ST WORLD MEDITATION DAY CELEBRATION

Newsletter | December, 2024.

 Exhibition on Art & Calligraphy of the Constitution
To commemorate 75 years of adoption of the Constitution of India, an Exhibition
on Art & Calligraphy of the Constitution was dispayed at SVCC. Consul General
Shri Hansraj Singh Verma inaugurated the exhibition, which was enjoyed by the
visitors at SVCC, on 11th December, 2024.



Ambassador Mr. Suresh K. Reddy and Consul General Mr. Hansraj Singh Verma
presented Prime Minister’s Award for Outstanding contribution towards
Development and Promotion of Yoga to Prof. Marcos Rojo Rodrigues, an eminent
authority of Yoga in Brasil.

Prime Minister’s Award for Outstanding contribution towards

Development and Promotion of Yoga to Prof. Marcos Rojo Rodrigues

Newsletter | january, 2025.

Ambassador Mr. Suresh K. Reddy and
Consul General Mr. Hansraj Singh Verma
with Prof. Marcos Rojo Rodrigues.



SVCC Students participating in Hindi dictation competition on Vishwa Hindi
Diwas.

world hindi day

Newsletter | january, 2025.

On 10th January 2025, Consulate General and SVCC celebrated World Hindi Day
with great enthusiasm. Students of Indian Cultural Center participated in various
Hindi competitions. Winners were honored by Consul General & Director Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Center.



republic day 

Newsletter | january, 2025.

SVCC organised an impressive culture show for Republic Day’s reception on 27th
January 2025. 
Ms. Marília Marton, Secretary of Culture and Creative Economy of São Paulo as
Chief Guest. Senior officials from State of Sao Paulo, City of Sao Paulo, Itamaraty
and neighboring cities alongwith diplomats, businessmen, members of Indian
Community and other dignitaries attended.



GLIMPSES OF BLOCO INDIA BOLLYWOOD AT IPANEMA BEACH, RIO DE JANEIRO



DHANYAVAD

Best wishes, Team svcc


